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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and COVID-19

Due to COVID-19, DPECA was forced to postpone the Annual General
Meeting which had been scheduled for April 2020. Because of on-going
Island Health recommendations regarding public meetings, we have not
been able to reschedule it. However, we have continued to communicate
with Dean Park Estates residents during this time using our website and
our email distribution list. COVID-19 notices and information from the North
Saanich Council were forwarded and we will continue to communicate with
members with new information as it becomes available.

We hope that all Dean Park Estates residents stay safe and well during this
difficult time. Please continue to check on elderly or isolated neighbours
and make sure they are OK. We have dedicated this issue of the
newsletter to an article on the History of Dean Park Estates. We have also
added the article to our website and included additional photos that would
not fit in the newsletter. Please check it out. http://www.dpeca.ca

EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT

This year has been difficult for everyone and, indeed, for the world outside
of Dean Park Estates. We are fortunate that the area has been spared the
worst of the COVID-19 pandemic because most people have carefully
followed the advice of BC health authorities. Local residents have also
tried to help each other by assisting their neighbors and donating their time
and money to support the larger community affected by the economic
difficulties happening because of COVID-19 restrictions. We certainly hope
those efforts continue and that we will all see the beginning of the end of
these troubles in the new year.

DPECA has also struggled this year. We have seen reduced numbers of

residents submitting their annual membership dues and a reduced number
of volunteers on the Executive Board. (Continued on Page 2)
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EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT

(continued from Page 1)

We also lost a long time volunteer who served as Secretary on the
Executive for many years. Cheryl Jones passed away in October
2019. She was a very conscientious worker who maintained a warm
and positive spirit despite long-term serious illness.  She is sorely
missed by us all. Len Tyrell will also be greatly missed with his
valuable arborist advice and assistance.

If we do not receive additional membership dues, this could be the last
newsletter that we are able to produce and deliver to our residents.
Without additional support DPECA will not have enough funds to pay
for the basic costs required to keep the association operating. Since
our only funds come from annual membership dues, we are asking all
those who have still not paid their 2020 fees to please do so soon.
Use either the membership form included with the newsletter or the
PayPal link on our website. http://www.dpeca.ca (Use the Membership
link on every page).

Also, we are asking that anyone who is able consider volunteering on
the Executive. The Executive positions are listed on the back page of
the newsletter and we would welcome new volunteers in any of these
roles or any assistance that people feel they can provide.

The article on the History of Dean Park in this issue clearly shows that
over many years of the subdivision’s existence, the appeal of buying a
home here has been the look and feel of the area. That is partly due
to the original design but also because of the adherence to the
Schedule of Restrictions. Weakening these restrictions will have a
detrimental effect on the whole area and certainly reduce the appeal of
Dean Park Estates and lower subsequent home values for current
owners. DPECA has tried over the years to be a positive influence on
the community while contributing to awareness and adherence to the
covenants. The current Executive Board hopes to be able to continue
this important work to the benefit of all residents.

Correspondence to the DPECA Executive should be sent via
the DPECA website Contact Us form. http://www.dpeca.ca
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THE CREATION OF DEAN PARK ESTATES:

THE HISTORY OF A DREAM and a VISION:

Dean Park Estates is one of the largest residential subdivisions in the
area and is considered by some to be among the most desirable locations
to live on the Saanich Peninsula. From the lushly forested hills, clean wide
streets and carefully manicured properties, this location has made a
notable impression on those people who have visited or called it home.

As the area’s architecture suggests, most of the homes were built in the
late 1970s through to the late 1990s. The history of Dean Park Estates
goes back much further. It was envisioned by land investor John Barrett
Montfort in the 1940s as a prime location for premium residential real
estate. Much of the area had already been designated a public park
named after the late financier and philanthropist John Dean who among
others had donated large amounts of the land that formed the park.

Montfort purchased large portions of land surrounding the park with the
aim of creating something truly unique on the Saanich Peninsula. Road
access to this heavily forested area was only via Dean Park Rd.,
previously named King Rd. A small number of homes were built along this
road over the years, and those remaining are among the oldest within the
contemporary Dean Park area. Transforming this rugged mountain road in
the forest into what we see today was a process that would require
community and local government consultation, approvals, concessions,
planning, enormous investment in infrastructure, and risk taking.

By 1965, the land owned by Montfort was zoned by the Minister of
Municipal Affairs as a Comprehensive Residential Zone. Almost
immediately a newly formed company, Dean Park Estates Ltd., submitted
an application proposing the subdivision. This company was formed by
financier Clive Piercy, lawyer Robert McAdam, and builder Hugo Hucker.

The proposal was to build a multi-phase development that could rival
other upscale areas including Uplands in Oak Bay or British Properties in
Vancouver. Indeed, this subdivision was to be one of the largest and most
complex ever seen on the Saanich Peninsula. The original plan was to
build a total of 400 lots, each with a minimum lot size of ¥z acre.

The proposed Subdivision Plan of Dean Park Estates, July 1965 can be
found on the web version of this article on the DPECA website.
(Continued on Page 4)
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History of Dean Park Estates:

(continued from Page 3)

In 1965, about 30 homes were already under construction in the area.
However, they were outside of the Comprehensive Residential zone. By
this time, Montfort had also donated portions of his remaining land to the
public, growing the size of John Dean Park.

Given the size and scope of the development being planned over the
eastern slope of Mt. Newton, the project was not without its detractors.
Some vocal members of the community at the time panned the
development as a “giant step to destruction” and expressed their concerns
to the District - drawing the attention of local media. Some of the concerns
were: that the project was too large, that it would contribute to urban
sprawl, that it would cause problems relating to sewage and wastewater
management, and that it would permanently alter the character of the area.

The recently formed District of North Saanich Municipal Council responded
to some of the concerns by applying six conditions relating to the project.
These included: guarantees of water supply and sewage service,
designation of at least 5% of the area to parks and recreation use, and
minimum lot and house size. It was at this time that the developer also
agreed to aggregate the 5% park land requirement into one parcel of land
for the eventual development of the Panorama Recreation Centre.

With the necessary approvals largely in place, the developer of Dean Park
Estates, Park Pacific Apartments Ltd., worked for several years, consulting
and implementing the engineering details required for the actual
construction of the subdivision. One of the streets within Dean Park
Estates, Park Pacific Terrace, was named for the company. In 1973,
development was put on hold due to an agricultural land freeze in the area,
blocking the planned subdivision. The project appeared to be in jeopardy.
At the time, Dean Park Estates Ltd. had already invested significant efforts
installing engineering infrastructure. Water service consisted of wells and
a water tower high up the hill and sewer service consisted of a complete
treatment plant on the shoreline at Bazen Bay.

Among other things, the company suggested that the heavily forested and
hilly topography of the subdivision area rendered it impractical for
agricultural use. After numerous discussions between the developer and
local and regional governments, construction eventually began, and
occurred in three phases. The image on Page 5 shows the phases of
development of Dean Park Estates. Continued on Page 5.
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(continued from Page 4)

History of Dean Park Estates
(Continued from Page 5)

North Saanich - GIS g 4

Phase one began in 1976, and consisted of the homes in the current
northeast of the development, with Forest Park Drive being the main
road. Phase 2 would begin shortly thereafter - immediately west of
Phase 1 and included Mayneview Terrace, Stuart Park Rd. and the
higher portion of Forest Park Drive.

By 1980, most of the homes in phase 1, and some in phase 2 were
completed. If viewed from above, these would be easily recognizable
today but other areas looked very different. Compared to now,
virtually everything south of Dean Park Road remained forested, and
a main thoroughfare, Barrett Drive, was little more than a small loop
from East Saanich Rd. that ended at the current turnoff on to
Sandover Crescent.

A 1980 Aerial View of Dean Park Estates shows that Phase 1 was
nearly complete, and partial completion of phase 2. This photo can be
found on the web version of this article on the DPECA website.
Continued on Page 6.
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Some areas north of Dean Park Rd. were still undeveloped in 1980. For
instance, the approximate location of Carmanah Avenue would be
identifiable only by the large concrete water tower that still hides behind
the trees today. By 1983, Barrett Dr. began to grow in size and no
longer ended at Sandover Crescent. Over the next several years, all the
present-day side streets that connect to Barrett Dr. were complete. By
1986, Barrett Drive was developed roughly to the point of Spieden
Place.

1986 Aerial view of Barrett Drive.

Home construction
proceeded rapidly in the
1980’s, and during the next
decade. The remainder of
Barrett Drive, Sentinel
Place, Kingcome Crescent,
Echo Park East and West,
and other streets would be
finalized. This giant
development project
implemented over 20 years
consisted of 31 plans of
subdivision resulting in 784
building lots (2 of which
contain the water towers).

The DPE developers paid
particular attention to road dimensions and layouts to maximize traffic
flow efficiency as well as to enhance the beauty and feeling of
spaciousness in the area. Many homes retained portions of the forest in
their backyard. This is still apparent today.

As is true today, homes built at this time were required to have certain
characteristics, including minimum sizes and even specific construction
materials. One notable change from today was the requirement for all
roofs in the subdivision to be constructed from cedar shakes. This had
quite an effect on the appearance of the subdivision. Other materials
such as asphalt, slate or aluminum were not permitted until many years
later when the risk of a hillside wild fire became a serious concern.
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(Continued from Page 6)

Aerial View, 1995: Dean Park Estates.

By the early 1990s, the development
of Dean Park Estates was almost
complete and only a few empty
building lots remained. In 1992, the
developer, Park Pacific Apartments
Ltd. gave stewardship of the
subdivision to the newly formed Dean
Park Estates Community Association
to administer the Building Scheme
(Schedule of Restrictions) that is
attached to each property title. For
20 years the volunteers of the
Association, supported by municipal
staff and council members,
endeavored to maintain the
standards established for the
subdivision. When new houses were
built on vacant lots, or when changes
were made to the exteriors of existing
houses, the Association volunteers
checked the plans for conformance
with the Schedule of Restrictions, and solicited feedback from neighbouring
property owners before the plans went to the municipality for building
permit approval. Today, almost 30 years later, the association volunteers
still oversee many issues concerning the subdivision and the welfare of its
residents.

Dean Park Estates is one of the best kept secrets on the Saanich
Peninsula. The quiet, natural setting of the area and the pride that
residents take in maintaining their property and their neighborhoods has
few rivals on the island. It is our hope that this history provides some
historical enrichment to anyone who calls Dean Park Estates home. We
wish to thank new resident Ryan Weston for his extensive research and for
drafting this article. We also wish to thank Richard and Joyce Nordlund
and Bob and Ev Pendray for their additions and their perspectives as long-
term residents of Dean Park Estates.
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DPECA EXECUTIVE

ROLE: NAME:

President Peter Jones
Secretary
Treasurer & Membership Marsha Conley

Covenant Committee Dave McConkey

Irene McConkey
Design Review Committee  Peter Jones
Municipal Liaison Irene McConkey

Website & Newsletter Marsha Conley

SEEKING NEW DPECA VOLUNTEERS

We are currently seeking community-minded Dean Park Estates
residents who are willing to volunteer their time, skills and expertise as
members of the DPECA Board of Directors.

If you are interested or have any recommendations about another
resident whom you feel could assist as a Board Member — please
contact the DPECA Executive via the Contact Us form on our website.

PACIFC NOUTHWES] CHASTER

Aaron Gray Free Estimates|
Owner / Operator Insured & Bonded
250-883-1461 Serving Greater Victoria

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

If you are interested in advertising in our newsletter, please visit our
website and use the Contact Us form. https://www.dpeca.ca

v BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS
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